Running head: OLYMPICS 		1
OLYMPICS		4





Sports sociology and history of Olympics
Name
Instructor
Course
Date










	The Olympic Games are usually organized to take place after some well specified time in different parts of the world. Recently, the games are organized to be taking place after every four years, and the venue is always changed from one continent to another. Olympic Games had a long a history and started way back in the 18th century when it was held in Olympia, Greece (Scambler, 2005). At first, it not entails a variety of games and many countries till in the late 19th century when it was revived to become a world’s prominent sport. This was the same time that politics was also strongly rising in different parts of the world. Despite the fact that the games were started to bring cohesion and promote talents in different regions of the world, the Olympic Games have been used by some nations as a tool for political propaganda and a stance for some ideology stances by athletes and nations.
	The Olympics were used to spread quite some political propaganda. A good example is the Helsinki Olympic Games that were held in Finland in 1952. In fact, it is these games that marked the beginning of the Cold War tensions that existed between many countries. This major tournament was the second one after the end of the 1st World War. It is the time that West German decided to participate in Olympics for the first time and also saw the return of the USSR to the Olympics after a long stay of about 40 years without participating (Young, 2005). The USSR carried out their plans in a very strange manner that politically communicated a lot. They initially planned to house all their athletes in St. Petersburg which was initially known as Leningrad and then fly them daily to the venue in Finland. All these demonstrated the political rivalry between USSR and USA who were taking a very active role in these games. It was a platform where the USSR as a nation spread their ideology of not being in any good relationship with the US.
 	Moreover, the Olympic games held in Berlin in 1936 communicated a lot politically and the ideology of that country. The Olympic Games were awarded to Germany intentionally. It was done to show that this republic had regained its status among the other European Countries. It was the Nazis that were in power this time, but Adolf Hitler made use of this game as a platform to prove the theory that he had established about racial superiority. There was a propaganda going around that German had fallen and they just wanted to make use of the Olympics to show that they had regained their status. Some of the athletes believe in the ideology that some human races are more superior to others and this is what was exactly witnessed in the Berlin Olympics. Luz Long publicly befriended the African American champion, Jesse Owens. Another good example is the London Olympic Games of 1948. The participation of countries in this game especially after the end of the Second World War symbolized political recognition and legitimacy (Connors, Dupuis, & Morgan, 1992). The USA and Japan were not invited to this Olympic Games because of the different political ideologies that they had. It is even believed the differences contributed to their war-time roles. Many countries present at the Olympics spread the political propaganda that these two countries were not in good terms while in the real sense some solutions were sorted by these countries. In these same games in London, it was agreed that countries would carry their food for their athletes and new facilities were not built. The economic factors led to this because, after the Second World War, many countries were left in an unstable condition including the UK.
 	In summary, the Olympic Games have been used for political propaganda and have also provided a platform for various stances by athletes and nations (Ungar, 2000). These are well proved by some few examples in history such as in, 1936, 1948 and 1952.
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